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the mouth of the Danube., which had been Turkish, isrs
In Asia the territories of Ardahan, Kars, and
Batoum were ceded by Turkey to Russia, with the
understanding that Batoum should be a free port,
essentially commercial. The Porte promised to
reform Armenia under the supervision of the
Powers. Promises to act, and promises to pay,
could always be obtained from the Sultan by
creditors or diplomatists. He regarded promises
as the money of fools and the counters of wise
men.

The Treaty of Berlin, so far as it went, was
beneficial and advantageous. It removed a popula-
tion of eleven millions from a grinding, blighting
despotism, and gave them the freedom without
which they could not hope for happiness or develop
their natural resources. For England, for Great
Britain, for the United Kingdom, for the British
Empire, it did nothing at all. By the Anglo-
Russian Convention the Government carried out
the policy of Mr. Gladstone. No Great Power
directly profited by the Treaty of Berlin, which
superseded the Treaty of Paris, except Russia
and Austria. At the Congress Lord Salisbury
was a cipher, and Lord Beaconsfield superseded
Caratheodory Pasha as the leading advocate of
Turkey. If he had been the Sultan's Minister,
and not the Queen's, he would have merited by his
skill and fidelity a statue of gold. That he sincerely
believed the maintenance of the Turkish Empire
to be a British interest must in fairness be assumed.
But in this respect he was at least twenty years
behind his age, and to the blindness of his philo-
Turkish sentimentalism he sacrificed the real
interests of his own country. Where Russia was
wrong, as in appropriating Bessarabia, he acquiesced,
though he did not approve. Where she was right,
as in extending Bulgaria beyond the Balkans, he